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Abstract:

The present study explores a feminist perspective of Orhan Pamuk’s novel Snow.
The novel portrays women’s crisis for defining their identities in the patriarchal society. This
inspiration and courage came to Turkish women after the Young Turkish Revolution (1908).
The novel represents microcosm of Turkey, its society, its politics and its Ottoman culture,
jeopardized between Eastern and Western diagonal pulls and finally the Turkish society turned
into an ice lump. The complex idea is described by the novelist through an issue of banning
headscarf of girls in school. By doing so the education department wants to usher in the
Western Culture in Turkey. The second aspect of this novel is Pamuk tries to mitigate the
binary oppositions between man and woman. By doing so he paves the way of compromise
between the political (traditional) Islam and the New Republicanism in Turkey. Thirdly, snow
symbolizes freezing and isolation. So, Istanbul symbolizes a city cut off from the rest of the
world. It has become a prison of the makings of the conservatives. The snow should melt by
the meeting of East and West. Lastly, it is pertinent to see that Pamuk supports Westerniza-
tion but with a rider.
Key Words: Feminism, secularism, republicanism, east-west, snow, headscarf.

This paper presents a feminist perspective of Orhan Pamuk’s famous novel snow.
It is the story of women facing crisis to define their identities in the patriarchal society of
Turkey. In order to understand the problems of female folk of Ottoman era, it can be com-
pared with Victorian society of England. In both of them religion and tradition were very
dominant features. In addition, oppressions of patriarchy could be felt in every field. Victorian
woman did not have to bear so much of male oppression as did the Ottoman society. The
struggle for the liberation of women in Turkey gained more wind after the Young Turk Revolu-
tion (1908).This made a strong impact on Pamuk’s writings. The real modernization of Turkish
society in relation to Turkish woman started during the period of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk.
Then the binary opposition of male/female started fading. Ataturk had to mitigate between the
political Islam or traditional Islam and new Republicanism, without causing serious damage to
the contemporary Turkish society. Orhan Pamuk ventures to do that political exercise. In his
interview to foreign media, Pamuk more than once affirms that he is a secularist and he is a
modernized and from the readers’ point of view, he is a postmodernist. He puts forth his
perceptions about feminism, but he does not turn the novel into a propaganda literature about
women’s liberation. So, one need not try to find much didacticism in the novel. In fact he loves
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Islam, but his being liberal secular does not come in the way of being a post modernist novelist.

Orhan Pamuk is a leading, contemporary Turkish novelist and Nobel Prize win-
ner for literature in 2006. In his novels, he deals with certain universal themes like quest for
new identity, East-West conflict, dominating Western culture and its impact on Turkish soci-
ety, fast spreading consumerism, feminism, pursuit of love and its vanity. He has written ten
novels; among them outstanding novels include My Name is Red (1998), Snow (2002), The
Museum of Innocence (2008) and others. He Is a non-conformist writer. He is not only
originates new ideas but also struggles to champion them. Secondly, he is a procrastinate,
that is, he is a pause-think and act sort of person. Procrastinate people are creative and make
un-expected and non-liner leaps into the unknown areas. He is original in thought and ex-
pression.

While writing about feminist struggle in literature, Elaine Showalter makes two
divisions, woman as a reader and woman as a writer. Woman as a reader means woman as
the consumer of male produced literature about her. There are certain common features
about women in man’s writings. She is a weaker creature, slave to man, symbol of sex and so
on. Prejudiced male writers created stereotypes of women characters. They could not read
the mind of women and imposed on them the male-written history of literature. Women’s
perception about life and literature were shelved.

When woman herself became a writer one finds some subtle changes in her
writing’s. We can make a strong case of the psychodynamics female creativity in her writings.
Women appear to be solving the problem of female language and linguistics. Finally, woman
as a writer developed co-textuality or the writings of other women as support literature. This
is popularly called as feminist critique. This is the benchmark of feministic literature. There are
the two developmental stages of feminist literature. We have to see whether this transforma-
tion has happened in the female Characters of Orhan Pamuk. Especially in Snow, this initia-
tion of woman is loud and thumping. Kadife, head of female characters in the novel, appears
to be revolutionary.

Orhan Pamuk presents some female characters in his bestselling novel Snow
which is apolitical novel interwoven with a love story, which takes place in Kars a distant
province on the Turkish-Armenian border around 1990. Snow present semi cromosum of
Turkey, its politics, its society and its Ottoman culture jeopardized between the Eastern and
Western pull. The protagonist Ka is a leftist and a poet, returned to Turkey after twelve years
of exile in Germany. His journalist friend asked Ka to write on article on the ensuing municipal
election, which would be fiercely fought among the Islamic fundamentalists, Kurdish people
and the leftist. He is also charged with the task of investigating the causes of suicides among
young girls, not allowed to go to schools without covering their hair with headscarves. Ka
accepts this offer in order to find out his beloved Ipek.

The female struggle triggers when the education department and the school man-
agement forbid female students to wear heads carves in the premise of institution. In the bid
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the director of the Institution is killed. It is the first salvo fired at the reformists by the funda-
mental Islamists who are obstructing women’s progress. The crisis of woman for equality and
fair treatment in the patriarchal society is an age-old phenomenon. The crux of the problem in
this novel is the Turkish Government has banned headscarf in schools and colleges. This
rouses stout opposition from the traditional society. But the government forces to abandon
headscarves. The matter becomes so explosive that some girls are dropped out of schools
and some go to the extreme of committing suicide.

“And now, because they’ve been barred from their classes for brandish-
ing this symbol of political Islam, they’ve begun committing suicide” (Pamuk, Snow
21-22).

While doing his duty by interviewing with b the father of the same heads carf girl
Teslime, who died by committing suicide, Ka comes to know from him that:

“Regarding the headscarf, clearly the girl’s mother, who wore one, had
set the example, with the blessing of the whole family. But the real pressure had
come from her school friends who were running the campaign against the banish-
ment of covered women from the Institute. Certainly, it  was they who taught her
to think of the headscarf as a symbol of political Islam. So, despite her parents’
expressed wish that she remove her headscarf, the girl refused, thus ensuring that
she  would frequently be removed by the police from the halls of the institute.
When she saw some of her friends giving up and uncovering their heads, and
others for going their headscarves to wear wigs instead, the girl began to tell her
father that life had no meaning and that she no longer wanted to live.” (p. 16-17).
Finding no positive response, there occur a number of anti-Government activities in the city
of Kars such as:

“Taking a hammer to the nose of the statue that stood in the garden of
the Trade and Industry Lycée, writing ugly remarks on the poster hanging on the
wall at the Gang of Fifteen Café, entering into a conspiracy to use hatchet to de-
stroy the statue standing outside the government offices.” (p. 311).

Among the traditionalists, kadife is bold girl and the leader of the conservative
group. She corroborates with some like minded men. They kill the director of the institution
for banning headscarves. This triggers proclaiming martial law in the country and some lead-
ers are treated very cruelly and some are killed. The task of handling the activists is well done
by the military force of Turkey. In this clash between the government and activists, the former
has controlled the latter in no time:

“Just after the coup had started, Z Demirkol and his cohorts had shot
and killed one of the two Kurdish boys they’d caught writing slogans on the walls of
Halitpa®a Avenue. After seizing another boy, they’d beaten him until he’d fainted.
Then there was the young unemployed boy they’d taken to the religious high school
so that he could clean the graffiti off its walls. When he ’d tried to escape, they’d
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shot him in the legs.”(p.311).

At this juncture a drama company arrives in Kars under Sunay Zaim to enact a
play to show Turkey as a secular country like the West. Sunay wants to whip up the reformist
feelings among women so that they can revolt against headscarves which by this time have
become the symbol of feminist struggle. As Sheila Dillon observes:

“Women and the veil is a topic of great contemporary currency and political
urgency. Fromthe controversial headscarf ban in French schools to Orhan
Pamuk’s new novel Snow, the veil is a potent visual symbol of political Islam and the
clash of Civilizations” (Dillon, 682-83).

Kadife hates Sunay and wants to kill him because he helps the police to arrest
Blue, her beloved, another activist of revolution. Sunay invites her to participate in an anti
headscarves drama My Father Land or My Headscarf. Kadife accepts this proposal and is
ready to bare her headscarf and show her hair to public. She is ready to change sides and
remove her headscarf to the chagrin of the audience. This volte-face of Kadife is a trick to
free her beloved Blue, who was in the clutches Sunay.

When Kadife removes her headscarf the whole audience started shouting and
looting against her. However, the last best isyet tocome. In the last scene Kadife is to shoot
Sunay as a finale to the play. She is to use an empty gun in acting out this scene, but in spite of
all care Kadife uses real gun and kills Sunnay. Thus, Kadife takes revenge on the people who
force discarding headscarves. She has taken revenge of the girls who committed suicide and
it is a warning to the Government and supporters of removing headscarves. It may be a
message to the people who force their will on women in the name of modernity or in the name
of religion.

The title Snow represents a city cut off from the outside world. Thus snow is a
symbol of isolation the religious symbol of Muslim. Headscarf isolates woman from the mod-
ern world. Pamuk derived this title from Turkish play by Cevat Fehmi (Baskurt) Before the
Ice Melt. He applies the metaphor of snow for more than one meaning. In all his endeavors
woman is at the centre of the affairs. What happens outside happens first to the woman.
Snow represents freezing fear which sucks energy and drags. Secondly, snow is a metaphor
for the religious deficiency in the Post-Ataturk Turkish society should change from a secular
society into liberal secular society. Liberal secularism does not come in the way of what an
individual should wear what he should eat, which God he should worship. Women’s dress
with veil or headscarf cannot become a state issue. Thirdly, in Snow, the State Intelligence
Agency (MIT) keeps very strict watch on people. For instance, the reader is informed that,
They had the files on everyone in the whole city and employed a tenth of the population as
informers (197) and thanks to various informers, all those who’d been saying ugly things
about the soldiers and the actors and spreading groundless rumors about them in the city’s
tea houses had been rounded up (Pamuk, Srow311). Every tenth man in the country is the
informer. Young women are watched whether they marry or elope with revolutionary men.
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Abstract

Rural tourism has speedily developed and become an engine for economic develop-
ment and plays a great role towards socio-economic changes in rural areas. However, its
impact is controversial and not always obvious. To examine these issues, this research pre-
sents an empirical analysis of pilgrimage and religious tourism and the impacts of these types of
travel in rural areas in India. The paper provides examples of these impacts and transforma-
tions in the three rural centers as Tourism Model Villages (TMVs). In this regards the social,
physical and economic impacts on the transformation of rural households are discussed. The
results revealed that pilgrims and religious tourists are strongly influenced in rural areas, but the
social aspect of pilgrimage and religious tourism had the largest impacts on rural households.
And also the results indicated that the villages related to “Religious tourism”, have registered
statistically significant higher impacts of those villages related to “Pilgrimage tourism”.
Keywords: pilgrimage, religious tourism, rural development, rural tourism
1. Introduction

Tourism activity in rural areas has remarkably increased since the 70s in all developed
countries. Along with the development of rural tourism worldwide, rural tourism concept has
many Interpretations. Conceptually, rural tourism may be regarded as tourism in the country-
side that embraces the rural environment as pivotal to the product offered. A lot of studies are
applied to examine the processes of growth and development of rural settlements affected by
tourism. Tourism has played a key role in the development of some rural zones that were
economically and socially depressed. Peripheral and rural areas have frequently looked to it
as atool for promoting local jobs and a pathway to rural regeneration and to the diversification
and restructuring of rural economy. Tourism is an option for enhancing rural lifestyles and for
inducing positive changes in the distribution of income in underprivileged regions.

Tourism helps to energize the rural economy and, in particular, plays an important role
in creating a value —added commercial channel for local produce that less investment is needed
for the rural area than for mass tourism, either because of smaller size or because of lower
prices, so the profit is more immediate and the risk is smaller too. Rural tourism has been
developed in rural areas as an alternative to agriculture development. The pivotal position of
tourism arises because many rural resources have potentially strong linkages with it. The con-
vergence of the host community and tourist activities is mediated chiefly by local resources.

Tourism has long been considered as a potential means for socio-economic develop-
ment and regeneration of rural areas, in particular those affected by the decline of traditional
agrarian activities. Peripheral rural areas are also considered to be repositories of older ways

5



Power of Knowledge Peer Review Journal, Volume: I, Issue: II July to Sept. 2024 ISSN 2320-4494 Impact factor 2.7286

of life and cultures that respond to the postmodern tourists’ quest for authenticity. Thus, the
encouragement for rural tourism has become a common policy both in developed countries.
Tourism is an option for enhancing rural lifestyles and for inducing positive changes in the
distribution of income in underprivileged regions. Tourism has become the priority tool of rural
planning orthodoxy and a lever for economic and social development. Meanwhile, rural tour-
ism has often been identified as a vehicle for safeguarding the integrity of the countryside
resource, enhancing the rural economy and maintaining rural ways of life.

In many countries, rural tourism has enjoyed substantial encouragement, support and,
in some cases, financial assistance from both the public and private sectors. Over the last three
decades, many rural economies have suffered a severe downturn, with falling employment and
income levels in traditional agrarian industries contributing to a vicious circle of economic
decline and socio-economic problems. In particular, per capita rural incomes have fallen well
below national averages, whilst the loss of public services, high unemployment levels and the
consequential out-migration of younger, better educated members of rural communities have
collectively endangered the fabric and structure of rural areas.

As aresult, not only has tourism been embraced as a potential means of reversing this
decline but also, given the intimate relationship between the socio-economic health of rural
areas in general and the prosperity of the farming community in particular, it has become an
integral element of sustainable rural development policy. More specifically, the development of
rural tourism offers potential solutions to many of the problems facing rural areas. These may
be summarized to economic growth including, diversification and stabilization through em-
ployment creation, opportunities for income growth and creation of new markets for prod-
ucts, socio-cultural development through re-population of rural areas, the maintenance and
improvement of public services and increased opportunities for social contacts and also envi-
ronment development by protection of both the natural and built environment.

A review of previous literature on rural tourism motivation reveals that people travel
because they are “pushed” into travelling by internal reasons or factors, or because they are
“pulled” by destination attributes. Generally with the passage of time their travel turned to
several new dimensions-travel as an adventure, travel as hobby, for relaxation, to enjoy natu-
ral beauty, as a pilgrimage, to acquire knowledge on historical aspects and archaeological
sites. Travel to rural centers sometimes is associated with adventure and sometimes for reli-
gious purpose by visiting pilgrimages or by taking holy dip. Practice emphasizes that religion
has played an important role for the development of many activity fields and also for human
development. Many researches deal with religious phenomenon and analyse it as a determi-
nant factor, a cultural element, and an important component of economic and social activities.

Religious attraction is an important element of the rural tourism services consumer’s
motivation. On domestic front Pilgrim Tourism can be very helpful for regional development,
employment generation, and can enroot again the cultural values. Religious tourism generates
revenue in a way as no other kind of tourism does. Religiously motivated tourism is probably
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as old as religion itself and is consequently the oldest type of tourism. The Tourism Model
Villages (TMVs) is main project that have focused on rural tourism development in sample
villages to encourage of economic, social and environment development revolving around the
development of local resources.

2. Pilgrimage and Religious Tourism in Rural Areas

The debate on the importance of and distinction between, tourism as a ritual and as a
form of spirituality has not been conclusive. But, with an increasing differentiation of pilgrim-
age, religious tourism and usual tourism, and the difference between the wishes of people to
search for a new meaning to their everyday life, all the shifts described show that the study of
pilgrimage and religious tourism are being modified in the twenty-first century depicted differ-
ent impacts of pilgrimage and religious tourism and elaborated on the causes of their success
for rural residents in India. The concept of pilgrimage towards a certain site, as an act of will or
religious obligation is known from ancient times. It has been argued that overall, pilgrims want
to feel near to God and to find the calm and solace ensuing from this proximity. Pilgrimage is
one of the oldest forms of tourism and is an integral component of the tourist industry. A
pilgrimage has been defined as a journey resulting from religious causes. Generally, there is a
gap in the difference between pilgrimage and tourism from the religious perspective. The issue
of pilgrim versus tourist must be examined on two levels: first, from the perspective of the
religious organizations and the travellers themselves and from the viewpoint of the industry. In
the first approach pilgrims are not tourists because they travel for spiritual reasons and in the
second approach pilgrims are tourists and should be treated as such.

The spiritual dimension of contemporary tourism has long been the focus of academic
study, two principal analytical perspectives being in evidence. On the one hand, significant
attention has been paid to so-called religious tourism. This type of tourist is partly or wholly
motivated by religion, but travel is “connected with holiday-making or with journeys under-
taken for social, cultural or philosophical reasons”. Reflecting the importance of pilgrimage as
one of the oldest forms of tourism, much of this literature is typically located within the now
familiar ‘tourist as pilgrim’ framework, exploring the similarities and distinctions between con-
temporary religious tourism and pilgrimage demarcates several specific elements of pilgrimage
and religious tourism as a form of travel that are relevant to our research. He also adjusted to
the motivation of travelling from pilgrimage to tourism in the five sections.

3. Methodology

This investigation was designed to further understand the impacts of pilgrimage and
religious tourism in the India countryside. Field research was undertaken over 2 weeks and
the data were collected from rural households of three pilgrimage and religious tourism villages
on March 2011 and 300 valid responses were obtained by applying systematic random sam-
pling technique. The sample was in terms of sex, with predominance of men (80%); a mean
age around 40 year. The scale was developed with 15 items on a 5-point Liker-type scale
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from 1 (very low) to 5 (very high). Questions were closed and mainly focused on the three
dimensions:

» Economic dimension, including the income increase, job creation, create commercial
and retail centers, handicraft development and increase of land price.

» Social dimension, including the friendly communication with nearby villages, increase
of sense of security, reduction of social conflicts in the village, reduction of migration,
increase of social interaction with pilgrims and tourists.

» Physical dimension, including the access to services, enhance the quality of housing,
improvement of rural transportation system, increase of quality of services and pro-
mote of health field.

The selection of these items was based on previous researches and literature review.
Reliability based on Crone batch’s alpha coefficient for the final scale resulted in a robust value
(0.8). The One sample t-test procedure tests whether the mean of a single variable (mean
value) differs from a specified constant (test value). This test indicates if all samples are from
populations with the same characteristics. In fact, test is the nonparametric analogy of one-
way analysis of variance and detects differences in distribution location. The output shows the
number of valid cases and the mean rank of the variable in each group in the Ranks table.

4. Findings

The mean values and standard deviations of the 15 variables. The descriptive statistics
ofthe variables revealed that the majority of respondents believe pilgrimage and religious
tourism have influenced in their living conditions. The Increase of social interaction with pil-
grims and tourists had been very high, as it is shown by the mean values (4.90) and increase of
land price had been low by the mean values (3.47). Between 79%-90% of respondents admit
that their social living condition has highly improved through presence of pilgrims and religious
tourists. With relate to the impacts of pilgrimage and religious tourism on social living condition
of families, we get similar results as in the case of physical and economic living conditions.
Thus, it seems religious tourism has more impacts than pilgrimage tourism on improving the
social, physical and economic aspects of rural households.

5. Discussion and Conclusions

In the recent decade, the government of India, has play a decisive role in developing
rural tourism as a priority tool to enhance quality of life and produce positive change in pov-
erty-stricken rural areas by project of Tourism Model Villages (TMVs). The development of
rural tourism in the model villages is not only providing a supplementary income and new
employment opportunities to local communities but also providing an opportunity to revitalize
local crafts, Improvement of rural transportation system, Increase of quantity and quality of
services, Create commercial and retail centers, Reduction of migration, particularly for young
people and, etc. The analysis undertaken here appears to support recent findings reported in
the academic milieu with regard to the importance of pilgrimage and religious tourism in rural
development, but further provides evidence on the consequences of pilgrimage and religious
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tourism on rural households.

The principal objective of the study was to derive key economic, social and physical
impacts of pilgrimage and religious tourism in the rural areas and also understanding of how
this kind of tourism have enhanced the social, physical and economic potential of families living
in the Indian rural areas. Several small commercial and retail center with their marketable
commodities to fulfil the need and requirements of the pilgrims and religious tourists. A number
of people and households are involved, directly or indirectly, in the sphere of pilgrim and
religious tourism activities in these three villages.

First, perhaps the most striking finding of this research is the corroboration of one of
the major inferences drawn from the qualitative method concerning the importance of pilgrim-
age and religious tourism in rural development by the statistical results. The results of the one-
sample t-test showed that pilgrims and religious tourists are strongly influenced in rural areas,
but the social aspect of pilgrimage and religious tourism had the largest impacts on rural house-
holds. Thus confirming existent literature, and adding new information at the same time, it has
been found that social impacts are superior to economic impacts from view point of people
who get involved in pilgrimage and religious tourism.

Second, the profiles of these three villages showed significant differences in social,
physical and economic aspects. So, the villages related to “Religious tourism”, have registered
statistically significant higher impacts of those villages related to “Pilgrimage tourism”. Perhaps
the most striking cause of this dominance is multiple motivations among religious tourists. In
this kind of tourism the tourists shows the need for culture and also for accumulating new
experiences while in pilgrimage tourism, beliefis the fundamental motivation of travel and it is
profoundly religious. The identification of these attributes, which are able to determine differ-
ence between Tourism Model Villages (TMVs), is very useful in the direction of configuration
and planning for rural tourism development.

Lastly, although rural tourism in India is still at an introductory stage but, India’s expe-
rience in development of pilgrimage and religious tourism in rural areas as an effective tool to
revitalizing rural communities could be a model for rural development. As such, it is important
that the pilgrimage and religious tourism are not viewed as a panacea for the complex prob-
lems of Indian rural areas but, rather as one form of social and economic relationship that
could strengthen the local capabilities through developing linkages to rural households and
tourists. It is hoped that this study will help generate interest for further studies in India’s rural
tourism to enrich the literature in this academic field.
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